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waste papers should be burnt, never in the kitchen,
but on the open ground or in the special furnace in
the temple.

The idea of a well organized supernatural kingdom
complicates the connection between human actions
and supernatural interference. The breaking of any
taboo does not automatically provoke certain conse-
quences directed by the supernatural powers. They
must come through the supernatural administrative
machinery. Therefore if anyone can prevent the
inspector, the kitchen god, from seeing or reporting,
the taboo can be broken with impunity. The super-
natural agents or the spirits are not conceived as
absolutely omnipotent and omnipresent. They are
actually invisible human beings with very similar
human sentiments and desires. Since they are very
human, they also commit all human weaknesses and
follies. Thus, all the human methods, which can be
used towards any human policeman such as cheating,
lying, bribing, and even physical bullying, can also be
used in dealing with the supernatural inspector.

In the last farewell feast before the kitchen god
returns to his heavenly office, the people prepare a kind
of cake made of sticky rice. This cake is a favourite
of the god* It is believed that when the god eats the
cake, his mouth will be stuck together ; and when the
heavenly emperor asks for his annual report, which is
an oral one, he can only nod his head without saying
anything. Therefore no unfavourable report will be
possible. But it is not regarded as so certain a remedy
as to be an infallible safeguard against any taboo
breaking.

The police function of the kitchen god is clear from
its mythology. At a certain time, when a foreign